RIO GRANDE WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Tuesday April 19, 2011
10:00 A.M.
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION CONFERENCE ROOM

Present: George Whitten, President; Greg Higel, Vice President; Dwight Martin, Secretary/Treasurer; Mike Willett, Director; Kent Palmgren, Director; Brian David, Director; Lewis Entz, Director; Cory Off, Director. 

Excused:  Mike McClure, Director.

Staff: Steven Vandiver, General Manager; Amber Pacheco, Office Manager; David Robbins, District’s Attorney; Allen Davey, District Engineer.

Guests: Ken Beck, U.S.B.R.; Rio de la Vista, R.i.G.H.T.;  Judy Lopez, Education Specialist; Roy Smith, B.L.M.; Craig Cotten, C.D.W.R.; Ruth Heide, Valley Courier; Travis Smith, C.W.C.B.; Mike Blenden , U.S.F.&W.S.; Tony Aloia, C.D.O.W.; Phil Reinholtz, U.S. Forest Service; Zeke Ward, W.C.R.C.;  Art Hutchinson, G.S.D.N.P.S.;  Brenda Felmlee, Rep. Scott Tipton’s Aide; Charlotte Bobicki, Sen. Bennett’s Aide; Erin Minks, Sen. Mark Udall’s Aide;  Ralph Curtis, self; Leon Moyer, self; Peggy Godfrey, self; Pat Edelman, U.S.G.S.; Mike Gibson, S.L.V.W.C.D.; Heather Messick, R.G.H.R.P.; John Brandstatter, C.S.P.; Shauna Rhoads, self; Tony Holcomb, self; Jay Young, self; Mike Yohn, Alamosa County Commissioner; Mike Collins, N.R.C.S.; Mac McFadden, self; Jim Warner, self; Paul Robertson, T.N.C.; Tim Davis, C.R.E.P. Consultant; Matt Hildner, Pueblo Chieftain; Megan Estep, U.S.F.W.S.
President Whitten called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

President Whitten welcomed all those present and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

President Whitten asked for discussion on the agenda.

Colorado Water Conservation Board was added to the agenda as item 22 a.

A motion was made to approve the agenda with the changes. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
President Whitten asked for a motion to approve or amend the January 18, 2011 regular meeting minutes.

A motion was made to approve the January 18, 2011 regular meeting minutes as written. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT

President Whitten asked for any public comment.

Leon Moyer was present and gave a short story about a ticket that he received. The point of the story was that government can take themselves too seriously. He questioned why the Board was being asked to approve a resolution for the town of Crestone’s Master Plan. Leon thanked the Board for the opportunity to sit in on the meeting.

President Whitten thanked Mr. Moyer for his comments. 

PEGGY GODFREY-CONSIDERATION OF CLOSED BASIN PROJECT  
President Whitten asked for Peggy Godfrey’s request. Ms. Godfrey read out loud a report that she had prepared on the Closed Basin Project and her request for the Board to take action on the continuation of the Project’s pumping in stages 4 and 5. A full copy of Ms. Godfrey’s report and request to the Board is attached to these minutes.

President Whitten explained that there is a lot more affecting the aquifer than just the Closed Basin Project. He added that the District is trying to take care of the problem with subdistricts and is trying to restore the aquifer without wrecking the economy of the Valley. George added that the Project will continue to operate under its operating plan. Evidence that he has seen has shown that there is a lot of factors that are contributing to the dry meadows up north and it is not just the Closed Basin Project.

Allen Davey reminded everyone that he is the C.W.C.B. representative on the Closed Basin Project operating committee. Allen said he could convince most that the accusations from Ms. Godfrey’s report are errors. He reminded everyone that the Closed Basin Project was conceived before the Rio Grande Compact. Monitoring wells have declined across the Valley and there is no clear evidence the Closed Basin Project is causing the problems in the Moffat area. The operating committee oversees the operation of the Project and many Project wells have been shut down because the committee is concerned with the evidence and whether or not the project is violating the statutory criteria. The committee is very proactive in the operations of the Project.
George invited Peggy and others to attend the Closed Basin Project operating committee meeting on April 20 to see what happens in the meeting concerning the operation of the Project wells.
Cory Off asked for a detailed annual report of the Closed Basin Project. Allen said that Rich Roberts has extensive information on all of the wells and that there is lots of information to talk about. Ken Beck said he could look into getting more information for an annual report every January.

President Whitten thanked Ms. Godfrey for her report

FINANCIAL REPORT 

President Whitten asked for the District’s Financial Report. Steve Vandiver presented the financial report.

Lewis Entz asked for explanation on 4 accounts that were over 100% spent.

· Telephone-four lengthy Subdistrict #1 conference calls were held and caused us go over budget

· Awards-this was a one-time safety award that was given to all employees for a year with no accidents

· Well permits-we made a typo and budgeted $120 and it should have been $1200 for the six new well permits that were needed for the year.

· Irrigated Ag Salary-Will Smith’s last paycheck for December got paid in January 2011.

A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the Financial Report as presented. 

MANAGER’S REPORT

President Whitten asked for the quarterly Manager’s Report. Steve Vandiver reported on the following activities of the District for the last quarter.

Steve thanked everyone for helping while he was out.
Staff evaluations for the year were completed.
2010 budgets and documentation have been turned into the auditors and there is no reason to believe there will be any issues.

CD interest has dropped drastically. Some of the money has been moved to different banks to get a better rate.

Subdistrict #1 total expenses through March 2011 are nearing $1.24 million and all subdistricts combined are $1.53 million.

Norton Drain checks have been re-installed. Repairs that were done on the Drain have held up so far. Still need to work with the Ephriam Ditch on some repairs that are needed to keep their water going where it needs to.

Chemical treatment was used under BOR conditions that saved a lot of mowing on the canal berms. All chemicals met strict standards held by the B.O.R.

Six new replacement wells will be re-drilled this year to clean up wells that have been plugged by iron bacteria.

A revamp has been completed at a shelter belt pumping plant that was connected to the feeder canal in San Luis Lake. We can now use less power to irrigate the shelter belt by using gravity.

The new RGDSS monitoring well equipment has been working well and cleaned up most of the issues that we were having.
Our well measurement tech has been able to help support our monitoring well data when it was questioned. This has been very helpful in quieting some of the concerns.
Head and San Luis Lake is in a difficult situation. There is little run-off from Big Spring Creek and a little water made it to San Luis Lake. Head Lake is virtually dry or will be in less than two weeks. It does not appear there will be enough run-off to make a gain in either lakes storage.

Subdistrict issues have been taking a lot of our time. We have had numerous inquires and we have taken care of a few appeals. Refunds will be issued for the appeals that were approved by the Board of Managers.

Work groups for Subdistricts 2, 3, and 4 are beginning discussions. The Saguache Creek Subdistrict is in the process of setting a meeting date. 
The C.R.E.P. application has had its final review. Tim Davis, the C.R.E.P. consultant, has been watching the Farm Bill discussions in Washington very closely.
Appointments to the Rio Grande Natural Area Committee have been made. The purpose of the Committee is to write a management plan to protect the lower Rio Grande from La Sauses to the state line.

The habitat conservation plan is moving forward. ERO has put together a draft. Mineral County had to be added because of a change in the elevation range for the bird’s habitat. A meeting was held with Mineral County Commissioners and they were in favor of being included in the Plan.
President Whitten thanked Steve Vandiver for his report.

DISTRICT ENGINEER

President Whitten asked for the District Engineer’s Report. Allen Davey was present to report on the following: 

Allen passed out handouts of the Unconfined Aquifer Storage Study and also measurements from some of the confined wells in the network. These handouts are attached to the minutes.  Allen went through both handouts and discussed the changes that have occurred in the wells in both aquifers since the January meeting. Allen expressed that this year could take us back down to the lowest point we have been in the unconfined and create a bigger hole that is going to have to be taken care of by Subdistrict #1.
Allen gave a presentation of the 2011 hydraulic divide study. The study area is within the closed basin area. The area is considered closed because surface water and the unconfined aquifer are not tributary to the RG. The Closed Basin Project takes water from the sump and carries it to the RG. There is about 2,940 square miles within the closed basin area. The divide was mapped in Phil Emery’s USGS Report in Circular 18 in about 1970. Previously, it was discussed in a study in the late 30s, the compact study and also by Sebenthal not long after the 1900s. The existence of the closed basin area in the Rio Grande Basin has been known for many years. The southern boundary of the area is the Rio Grande River. The hydraulic divide is a mound of water northerly of the Rio Grande and is created largely by the irrigation canal leakage. When they raise the water table water from the canals and from the closed basin south of the divide will run to the river and north will go into the closed basin. Before the canals, by and large, the Rio Grande River was the hydraulic divide and it split to the north and to the south. The river probably leaked historically and it still leaks today. Over 300 wells were measured near the end of March annually since 2007. The wells measured are mostly irrigation but include some District wells and BOR wells. 
Allen put a map of the hydraulic divide study on the screen and discussed his findings for 2011. A copy of the map is included with the minutes.

Allen updated the Board on other projects Davis Engineering is working on like the RGDSS model. Deb is preparing farm unit request letters to go out to Subdistrict #1 irrigators.
President Whitten thanked Allen Davey for his report.
ATTORNEY REPORT

President Whitten asked for a report from the attorney. David Robbins was present to report on the following:

Moyer

Judge Kuenhold denied Mr. Moyer’s request to reconsider the previous ruling on the open records/open meetings lawsuit that he filed. It means the District had to file an answer to the remaining section of the complaint which has been done. A motion for summary judgment has also been filed to get the case resolved promptly. A response has not yet been received from Mr. Moyer.
Subdistrict #1

The briefs in the appeal have been completed. Four briefs were filed among all the parties that support Subdistrict #1 and are involved in the litigation. Save Our Senior Water rights, Ramstetter, Adkins and the Acequia group have until April 29th to file reply briefs. The court will then set the case for argument. It could be early May or June and if not by then it will not be set until September, after the Summer Session.
Steve and Amber have done an outstanding job in dealing with the appeals. The BOM is very satisfied with the thoroughness of the analysis for each appeal. Steve is acting as the hearing officer. He makes a recommendation and then the BOM votes whether or not to approve that recommendation. The Subdistrict is obligated to work off the assessments and the way that the assessor has the acres on the roles. Those who have turned in appeals will need to make changes with the counties so that next year we will not have the same problem. The first point of relief is to meet with the assessor and make sure that all your property is properly coded. If that occurs, the subdistrict’s use of the roles will have correct acreages.

Southwestern Willow Flycatcher HCP

When the plan was finally developed the FWS indicated that they didn’t believe that the bird was present above 8500 ft above sea level. ERO drew a line at 8500 and that encompassed the habitat that we were seeking to include in the Conservation Plan. Without formally doing so, the Service began to require consultations on habitat above 8500 up in Mineral County. Mineral County is in the District and the District is trying to protect the irrigators, producers, ranchers as well as county governments. It only seems appropriate to include Mineral County. Steve is taking the steps to insure that Mineral County is given the same coverage from the plan.
Other Susbdistricts

Later today Mr. Robbins will be working to set up meeting with those people who are interested in getting subdistricts 2, 3, 4 and 5 going. He will come down and meet with each group. We understand that the state modelers will be in a position to make runs that will produce levels of depletions from well within those subdistrict areas toward the end of the month. We need to be in the blocks and ready to run when that occurs. The others have been treading water waiting for the model to be able to produce numbers. This happened because of concern to go out and get petitions signed one has to be able to present an outline of the Plan of Water management what it is that you are going to do, how will you use the money. To fairly do that, you have to have a sense of replacement that they will need to look at so they have a clear understanding of the economic consequences.
C.R.E.P.

I have been working with Katie Radke and Pete Ampe from the Attorney General’s office. The people in Washington have a situation on the eastern plains were several producers are dissatisfied with how the Republican River CREP is being amended. The folks in Washington are being ultraconservative in how they describe what a CREP can and cannot do. Toying with language that proposes to require that the owner of the land also owns the water used on the land in order to be eligible for CREP. Working to dissuade them of that because here in the Valley and in the Republican there are a lot of split estates where an entity owns the land another the water and a third entity does the farming. The issue is one of notice and willing buy in from all the entities involved in taking land out of production in exchange for payments. Working to get this straightened out. Many farmers here have the water under a company that may not own the water.
David Cooper

The District has asked Dr. Cooper to do some more work to assist the State on the model. He is almost an international expert on how plants use water, both precipitation and groundwater. There was some concern about the way the model was representing native hay meadows where some irrigation and some sub irrigation are occurring. The model has to be able to represent this situation. He is looking at the curves and some of his information to help work this into the model.
John Shawcroft & Steve Atencio

At the last meeting in January Mr. Shawcroft and Mr. Atencio talked with us about the Alamosa La Jara vs. Gould. Water could be curtailed for purposes of compact compliance purposes. I looked into it. Pleadings from Attorney General reviewed Kuenholds decision looked at appellant material before the supreme court. The issue of how the water rights should be administered for compact is not before the supreme court.
I recommend that there is no reason to weigh in on issue that was not decided by Judge Kuenhold. This does not say that there is not an issue at some point in time needs to be resolved. In the early 1980s when it decided the parsed out the legal responsibilities for complying with the compact rising out of the 1979 rules and regulations trial held that the Alamosa, the La Jara and the Trinchera creeks normal surface flows had been fully appropriated prior to the negotiation and signing of the compact. It was not contemplated that these streams would have an obligation to the compact. Pre-compact water rights would not be curtailed. The responsibility is the RG and Conejos main stem. The court did not say that it was excluding all water supplies in those basins from administration for the compact or other purposes. The court is going to have to sort out if expanded use, effort to use more water than was historically used, can be administered by DOWR to maintain equilibrium along the lower reaches of the RG and the Conejos to reflect conditions that existed back when the compact was signed. David does not feel the board has a basis to make a decision if the court has not specifically dealt with it. They have asserted that they can manage expansion of use. Their authority is not clear. The Board has never been involved in this conflict in the past.
The issue is to what degree the return flow patterns can be affected by water users in those basins. Normal flows cannot be curtailed to get water to the RG for purposes of compact delivery. Some read more into this and they can argue that, but the court did a specific thing and did not say anywhere that those streams are not tributary to the RG, they are just not on the surface under normal conditions. 
President Whitten thanked David Robbins for his report.

STEALEY AND ASSOCIATES REPORT 

Becky Brooks, the District’s state lobbyist, was unable to attend the meeting. Steve Vandiver read a report that she had prepared with legislative updates for the Board.
The meeting adjourned for lunch at 12:30 p.m. and reconvened at 1:45 p.m.

UNITED STATES BUREAU OF RECLAMATION REPORT

President Whitten asked for the Bureau of Reclamation (B.O.R.) report. Ken Beck was present to report on the status and activities of the Closed Basin Project (handout of Closed Basin Project report attached).

Water Laboratory

The lab has collected a total of 43 samples in the last quarter. Lab personnel also participated as judges for the San Luis Valley Regional Science Fair.
Operations

As of the date of the meeting, 92 salvage wells were operating and producing 22.3 cfs. Water salvage operations continued at the maximum level for the last quarter to deliver to the Rio Grande Compact and the mitigation to the refuges.
San Luis Lake

The apportionment of water in San Luis Lake is as follows;

Total Project water as of March 31, 2011      =    375 af 

Total DOW water as of March 31, 2011        = 2,626 af 

San Luis Lake Elevation

         7,514.1
Storage



         3,001 af

TDS




         1,579 Mg/L

Deliveries to:
Rio Grande

         2,884 af



Alamosa Refuge
         1,116 af



BLM Habitat

                0 af



San Luis Lake

                0 af


 Total deliveries as of March 31, 2011        4,000 af 
Other

B.O.R. personnel held a town meeting with concerned individuals, the Northern San Luis Valley Conservation Roundtable. After the meeting, Bureau of Reclamation and Rio Grande Water Conservation District employees met with concerned citizens to check on specific wells that they had reported were experiencing problems because of Closed Basin Pumping. Both wells that were checked had problems that were unrelated to pumping from the Project.
President Whitten thanked Ken Beck for his report.

U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE REPORT

President Whitten asked for a report from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 

Mike Blenden was present to give the following report:

Mike updated the Board on changes in employee positions on the refuges.  He updated the Board on the progress of the Comprehensive Conservation Plan/EIS for the San Luis Valley National Wildlife Refuges. Mike announced that Rio de la Vista has been nominated for the Environmental Law Institute’s Wetlands Award for her contributions in conservation and restoration.

President Whitten thanked Mike Blenden for his report.

U.S. BUREAU OF LAND MANAGAMENT REPORT

President Whitten asked for a report from the B.L.M.  Roy Smith reported on the following:

Roy updated the Board on activities on the Simpson property. A contract was signed with Ducks Unlimited to install flow meters on the laterals of the Alamosa Ditch. Roy also gave updates on the operations at the Simpson property.  The Blanca Wetlands area is experiencing dry conditions that may be worse than 2002. BLM is still working on a proposed experimental project to divert water to the playas from the Closed Basin Project. The project has been delayed until 2012 because it has been difficult to obtain the necessary equipment, such as, pumps and piping. The final case that is pending is 02CW38 , which is the augmentation plan for the Blanca’s post-McCarran Amendment wells. The only remaining issues to be resolved in the case are being considered at the Supreme Court in the Subdistrict case. A stay has been requested until the Subdistrict case is decided. Finally, BLM is continuing work to develop alternatives for expanding the boundaries of the Blanca Area of Critical Environmental Concern which would require a formal land use plan amendment. This expansion would not increase the amount of land that is irrigated.


President Whitten thanked Roy for their report.


U.S. FOREST SERVICE REPORT

President Whitten asked for a report from the U.S. Forest Service. Phil Reinholtz was present to report on the following:

Phil reported that the Forest Service participated in an evaluation of the 153 watersheds on the Rio Grande to evaluate terrestrial, stream, fishery health and other areas. Six step process to designate priority watersheds that are in need of projects to increase watershed health. The Village at Wolf Creek, an environmental review has been initiated notice of intent has been published and the scoping is open to the public. The proponent has hired an environmental contractor to prepare an EIS and the work will begin this summer. The Forest Service want the public to provide comments so issues can be addressed. This comment period ends June 4th.
President Whitten thanked Phil Reinholtz for his report.

U.S.G.S. REPORT

President Whitten asked Pat Edelman for his report.

Pat updated the Board on the ongoing well measurement program that the District and the USGS work cooperatively on. He also informed the Board that Tien Grouch will continue to work in the San Luis Valley on the geology of the area. This work will be presented sometime in the fall.

President Whitten thanked Pat for his report.
SAN LUIS VALLEY WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

President Whitten asked for a report from the San Luis Valley Water Conservancy District. Mike Gibson was present to report on the following.

Mike updated the Board on the augmentation water program for the District. In the Anaconda water rights change case, all comments have been received and responses should be made in the next few weeks. The District continues to work with solar companies to help find augmentation water for construction activities and their long-term water needs for operations and maintenance.
The Rio Grande Basin Roundtable efforts have been concentrated on revising the basin’s consumptive and non-consumptive needs and how to meet those needs in the future. The consumptive needs for the agricultural community outweigh all other needs currently. Reviews will continue on all the needs in the basin. A document with these needs could be issued by the end of June. Funding requests also continue to come in to the roundtable.

President Whitten thanked Mike Gibson for his report.

RIO GRANDE HEADWATERS RESTORATION PROJECT
President Whitten asked for a report on the Rio Grande Headwaters Restoration Project. Heather Messick gave a presentation on the projects that have been completed and those that are in process for the Project. Heather asked the Board to consider allowing the $10,000 grant that the Rio Grande Water Conservation District has given in past years to be used towards salary for the director’s position and not on-the-ground work as in the past. She thanked the Board for past support of the Project.
DIVISION ENGINEER

President Whitten asked for the Division Engineer's report. Craig Cotten was present and gave the following report (ten-day forecast handout attached).

Craig gave the Board an update on the snowpack averages around the Valley and the current forecast for the Rio Grande Compact. He also reported that a new model run is currently in process and that the State is hoping to have numbers before the next Advisory Committee meeting in May. Dick Wolfe, State Engineer, has been asked by the new Governor to resign his position and then to re-apply to him.

President Whitten thanked Craig Cotten for his report. 

COLORADO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE

President Whitten asked for a report from C.D.O.W.  Tony Aloia was not able to make the meeting. Steve Vandiver reported the following for the D.O.W. report:
This year is the first year in a while that Homelake did not have any fish kill in the winter. D.O.W. is still waiting for a report from URS on the dam at Beaver Reservoir. URS will outline the problems at the dam and how much funding is going to be needed to correct the issues. If capital construction money is needed, work could begin in July of 2013.

President Whitten thanked Steve for giving the D.O.W. report. 

COLORADO STATE PARKS

President Whitten asked for a report from Colorado State Parks. John Brandstatter was present to report on the following:
John reported that the San Luis Lake State Park had a good year and that per the agreement with the Board, the Park will not need to request money for park operations. He also reported on the combining of Colorado State Parks and Colorado Division of Wildlife into the Division of Parks and Wildlife. If legislation passes, there will be a new agency and a new board on July 1.
President Whitten thanked John for his report.

COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD

Steve Vandiver gave an update on the Colorado Water Conservation Board. A new Senate Bill has been announced that would take $40+ million from the severance tax account this next year. If this bill passes, they will have taken $174 million in the last 3 years. This is money that is used for loans to support water projects around the State of Colorado. Jennifer Gimble, the Director of the CWCB, has also been asked to resign and re-apply for her position.

President Whitten thanked Steve for the update.

SENATOR BENNETT’S AIDE

President Whitten asked for a report from Senator Bennett’s Aide.  Charlotte Bobicki was present to give a report. Senator Bennett reaffirmed his commitment to the San Luis Valley during negotiations on the Farm Bill.  Needing input on what programs need to continued in the San Luis Valley. 

President Whitten thanked Charlotte for her report.

SENATOR UDALL’S AIDE

President Whitten asked for a report from Senator Udall’s Aide.   Erin Minks was present to give a report. 
The senator spent a couple days touring the Valley and a meeting held in Center for the water community was very well attended. Erin reported that she has updated the Senator on the importance of the CREP program to the San Luis Valley and other groundwater issues. She suggested that the Board send a letter to members of the House and Senate on the importance of the 2012 Farm Bill conservation funding to the agricultural community here in the Valley.

A motion was made to authorize the sending of a letter supporting the continuation of funding for the CREP program. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
President Whitten thanked Erin for her report.

WILLOW CREEK RECLAMATION COMMITTEE

President Whitten asked for a report from the Willow Creek Reclamation Committee. Zeke Ward was present to report on the following:

Zeke reported that the new Director, Gwen Nelson, has done a tremendous job and has been able to complete the Watershed Management Plan and closed out 2 projects. A third project should close by the end of this year. The project below town is moving slowly. The land has been annexed into the City of Creede and the voluntary clean-up plan is complete and ready to be submitted. We are now just waiting for the transfer of land so that the application can be submitted to the program by the new owners, the City of Creede. Over the summer, engineering work will be completed to prepare the construction drawings and bid documents. Over the winter send out requests for proposals and construction is slated to begin in the spring of 2012. Zeke thanked the Board for their support.
President Whitten thanked Zeke for his report.

N.R.C.S.

President Whitten asked for a report from the N.R.C.S. Mike Collins was present to report on the following:
Mike gave an update on the future of funding for N.R.C.S. programs. A workload analysis was completed and this area has more conservation dollars spent here than the Cortez office, which is a large area. Also looking at what can be done to help with an upgrade to the McDonald Ditch diversion structure. Mike reported he has also been involved with the Kerber Creek Project and the partnership there with the BLM. 

President Whitten thanked Mike for his report.
EDUCATION REPORT- JUDY LOPEZ

President Whitten asked for the education report. Judy Lopez was present to report on the following:

Judy updated the Board on projects she has been working on. Water 2012, a program through the Colorado Foundation for Water Education, looks at 75 years of water and its importance. Over the next few months, the group is trying to get the message out on the importance of water. Judy sits on the management team and they are looking to get this message out statewide. A new grant has been received to get students and teachers out on more field trips. This year’s teacher workshop will focus on water from the watershed to the table. 
Steve read a letter to the Board from Johanna Phillips thanking them for their support for her science fair project.

President Whitten thanked Judy for her report.
RIO GRANDE INITIATIVE/R.i.G.H.T.

President Whitten asked for a report from the Rio Grande Initiative. Rio de la Vista was present to report on the following:

Rio thanked the Board for their support of the Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trust. New grant money could be received to help continue conservation projects along the river. The final project for the GOCO Legacy Grant, the Sowards Ranch, has been completed. A request has been made to the Wildlife Commission to look to honor Ray Wright and Doug Shriver around the Rio Grande State Wildlife Area. Rio thanked everyone for their support of her work and her nomination for the wetlands conservation award. She finished by reading a poem about water that she had written.
President Whitten thanked Rio for her report.

REPORT ON SUBDISTRICT #1

President Whitten asked for an update on Subdistrict #1. Steve Vandiver reported on the following:

Work is continuing on getting an accurate database created for subdistrict acres. The work being done for the Subdistrict has been a large amount of the daily work for the office. The Subdistrict is still waiting on a decision from the Supreme Court in the appeals case. Steve added that in the near future, the District is going to have to hire help for the additional work for the Subdistrict.

President Whitten thanked Steve for the update

ACTION ITEMS

The Board of Directors discussed each action item listed below.

1. Subdistrict #1 Board of Manager Re-appointments and Ex-Officio Member
The Board of Managers for Subdistrict #1 sent a letter to the Board and requested that the ex-officio member from this Board not belong to Subdistrict #1. The Board discussed the request and decided that it was in the best interest of the Subdistrict that the member from this Board belongs to the Subdistrict.  A motion was made to nominate Kent Palmgren to serve on the Board of Managers for Subdistrict #1 as the ex-officio member for the Board of Directors. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

Carla Worley, Randall Palmgren and John Smith were up for re-appointment on the Board of Managers. John Smith chose not to seek another term on the Board. The open seat was published and Ernie Myers was the only interested person to request he be appointed. A motion was made to re-appoint Carla and Randall and to select Ernie Myers to the vacant seat for the Board of Managers for Subdistrict #1. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

2. Approval of Surface Water Credit Rules

The Board of Managers of Subdistrict #1 recommended that the Board of Directors approve Section 7-Surface Water Credits of the Rules and Regulations. Discussion was held to answer any questions from the Board. A motion was made to approve Section 7-Surface Water Credits of the Rules and Regulations for the Board of Managers for Subdistrict #1. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
3. RGWCD Board Re-appointments and Election of Officers

The District received letters from Mineral, Rio Grande and Conejos County Commissioners reappointing Mike Willett, Brian David and Mike McClure to another three year term. 
The meeting was turned over to David Robbins to allow the Board to vote on officers. David called for nominations for President, Vice-president and Secretary/Treasurer. A motion was made to re-nominate the current officers for another term. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. A motion was made to close nominations and re-appoint all current officers by acclamation for another term. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
4. Resolution for the Town of Crestone’s Master Plan

Discussion was held on what was required by the Board of Director’s for a request made from the Town of Crestone to approve their Master Plan. A motion was made to not approve the Master Plan. Discussion was held and the motion was amended to send notice that we do not object to the Town of Crestone’s Master Plan. The modified motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
5. LIDAR Funding Request

The approval of funding for a LIDAR project was tabled at the last quarterly meeting of the Board. Discussion was held on what benefits the District would receive if they supported the project. A motion was made to deny the request for funding for the LIDAR project. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
6. Donation to Adams State College in Ray Wright and Doug Shriver’s Names

A scholarship has been set up with Adams State College for students in Ag Business curriculum in Ray Wright and Doug Shriver’s memory. After discussion a motion was made to table the decision until we could determine if the program benefits the water community. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
7. District Job Announcement

Steve Vandiver asked the Board for comments or changes to the draft job announcement that had been put together to hire a new position for the District to help in managing all the programs the District is involved in. Dwight Martin asked that an agricultural background be added as a requirement. The Board directed Steve to put the announcement for the job in the paper and on the website.
OTHER

The following items were discussed by the Board:

Steve had a discussion with Dusty Hicks who updated Steve on what they are doing to make the project at Wolf Creek Village one that is acceptable to everyone.
David Groeneveld approached Steve with a request to get assistance from the District to get access to farm ground for measurements on a program that he is working on. David sent a letter to the Board to describe his request to the Board. Steve will have David Groeneveld contact board members that feel they could help him with his request.
DIRECTORS REPORTS

President Whitten asked for any reports from the board members.  

Cory Off and Brian David gave a report to the Rio Grande County Commissioner and at the meeting a discussion was held on oil wells. Cary asked what the Board’s role was in monitoring oil well development in the San Luis Valley. George said that we would want to know that the processes they are following to ensure that they protect environmental resources. David Robbins reminded Cory that the Board does not have any regulatory authority. David said the basic role is to provide information into the decision making processes.
ADJOURN

A motion was made to adjourn at 5:42 p.m. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

The next scheduled meeting will be on July 19, 2011

__________________________

President

_________________________________

Secretary/Treasurer
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