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The Board of Managers of Subdistrict No. 1 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District held its annual public hearing on its proposed budget for 2012 at the Carson Auditorium on the Adams State campus.  Also discussed were the fees to be charged for 2012 pumping within Subdistrict No. 1.

Despite ample public notice, there were only 12 members of the public present at the hearing.

During the course of the meeting the Board discussed the costs that it expected to experience in securing the withdrawal of sufficient acres from irrigation in the coming year.  The Board also discussed the significant declines in the groundwater system experienced within the Subdistrict boundaries during the 2011 irrigation season.  As a result, the Board concluded that it might be necessary to increase the pumping fee to be charged for pumping in 2012 from $45 per acre/foot to $75 per acre/foot pumped.  The only public comments received by the Board were strongly in support of increasing the fee to $75 per acre/foot pumped and after discussion, the Board unanimously approved a motion to preliminarily set the pumping fee for pumping in 2012 at $75 per acre/foot.  The Board will consider and set the per-acre administration fee and CREP fee at its November meeting.

Affected water users with questions about the proposed budget can consult the Rio Grande Water Conservation District website or call the District office at 719.589.6301.
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