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Overview of Mitigation

Impacts to riparian habitat from HCP covered activities must be mitigated
and monitored. To meet this requirement, the District works with
landowners to secure mitigation sites on private lands through voluntary,
cooperative agreements. These agreements allow a subject property to
be enrolled in the HCP Mitigation Program, and provide mitigation
credits. Mitigation credits are quantified in acres, and are responsible for
offsetting all habitat impacts from covered activities throughout the San
Luis Valley.

Lands are eligible to enroll in the mitigation program if they contain high
quality riparian habitat, and are protected by a conservation easement,
management agreement, or similar mechanism that ensures the
conservation of riparian habitat. While in the mitigation program,
landowners agree to continue their established land management
practices and allow routine habitat monitoring. As of 2022, there are over
400 acres of habitat enrolled in the Mitigation Program across Alamosa,
Conejos, Mineral, and Rio Grande Counties. The District is always seeking
more mitigation credits to ensure a secure and diverse mitigation pool.



www.rgwcd.org/hcp
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Western yellow-billed cuckoo historic and current
known breeding range. Map obtained from BOR, 2018.

. Southwestern Willow Flycatcher

2022 was the first range-wide survey effort for
the western yellow-billed cuckoo.
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Historically, their breeding range spanned
west of the continental divide from British
Columbia down to Mexico. They have
become increasingly rare, and no longer
—*— 2022 Survey Sites occupy much of their historic range. Listed as
—#=— Mitigation Parcels threatened in 2014, state and regional
- * - Core Areas populations have been steadily declining.
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The goal of this robust survey effort was to
understand YBCUs occupancy, or where the
species is present across the landscape.
Surveys were conducted throughout their
historic range from June-July.

ity Index (HQ)
o
o

o
oa
i

Habitat Qual
o
0

o
~
I

0.7 According to unofficial results, Colorado saw
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 . .

Vear 27 unique detections of cuckoos throughout

11 survey sites, with 3 of those detections in

the San Luis Valley.




